
 

 Phrasal Verbs : 
 

1. A pediatric nurse-in-training is learning how to calm anxious children 

before minor medical procedures. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean "gain 
someone's trust or affection over time" is: 
"By letting the toddlers play with her stethoscope, the nurse managed 
to _______ them _______ before the checkup." 
i) win / over 
ii) bring / around 
iii) take / in 
iv) pull / through 
 
2. A pastry chef is explaining the delicate, scientific nature of baking a 

perfect soufflé to a group of culinary students. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean "fail to 
happen or collapse completely" is: 
"If you open the oven door too early, the trapped steam escapes and 
the entire dessert will _______." 
i) back down 
ii) fall through 
iii) break out 
iv) cave in 
 
3. An air traffic controller is guiding a rookie pilot through a heavy 

crosswind landing exercise in a flight simulator. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean 
"cancel or abandon an ongoing activity" is: 
"The visibility dropped below safe margins, forcing the instructor to tell 
the pilot to _______ the landing approach." 
i) call off 



ii) pull off 
iii) lay off 
iv) pack up 
 
4. A deep-sea researcher is describing a rare encounter with a 

bioluminescent siphonophore in the Mariana Trench. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean 
"happen or occur by chance or unexpectedly" is: 
"We were targeting a known coral reef, so discovering this new 
organism just happened to _______ during our routine descent." 
i) turn out 
ii) come about 
iii) crop up 
iv) blow over 
 
5. A stage director is giving feedback to a nervous actor who is 

struggling to project his voice to the back of the auditorium. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean 
"succeed in communicating an idea clearly" is: 
"Your emotional expression is beautiful, but you need to work on how 
you _______ your lines _______ to the audience." 
i) get / across 
ii) pass / off 
iii) put / out 
iv) bring / forth 
 
6. An antiquities expert is instructing her field team on how to handle 

fragile, 2,000-year-old papyrus fragments. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean 
"decay, disintegrate, or break into small pieces" is: 
"If exposed to sudden shifts in humidity, these ancient documents will 
completely _______." 



i) wear down 
ii) drop off 
iii) fall apart 
iv) clear out 
 
7. A lead programmer is explaining a critical logic bug in an open-source 

security protocol to a junior coder. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean 
"discover the meaning of or find a solution to a problem" is: 
"It took our encryption experts nearly forty-eight hours of continuous 
debugging to _______ the flaw in the firewall code." 
i) work out 
ii) single out 
iii) make up 
iv) patch up 
 
8. A nature videographer is waiting in a hidden blind in the Arctic 

tundra, hoping to film the elusive snow leopard. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean "arrive 
or appear unexpectedly at a location" is: 
"After six freezing hours of absolute silence, the predator finally 
decided to _______ near the ridge." 
i) show up 
ii) drop in 
iii) look in 
iv) pull up 
 
9. A veteran referee is reviewing video footage of a controversial foul 

during a high-stakes World Cup football match. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean 
"tolerate or endure an unpleasant situation without complaining" is: 



"Officials are expected to _______ a massive amount of verbal abuse 
from passionate players during intense games." 
i) put up with 
ii) stand up for 
iii) live up to 
iv) face up to 
 
10. A classic car restorer is trying to fix a persistent fuel line blockage in 

a vintage 1967 Mustang fastback. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean "stop 
functioning or operationally fail" is: 
"Every time the engine reaches its optimal operating temperature, the 
fuel pump seems to _______." 
i) burn out 
ii) give out 
iii) cut out 
iv) shut down 
 
11. An astrophysicist is presenting a new hypothesis regarding chemical 

signatures found in the atmosphere of Venus. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean 
"invent, fabricate, or formulate a story/theory" is: 
"Critics argue that the research team had to _______ a highly 
speculative model to explain the unexpected phosphine data." 
i) drum up 
ii) think up 
iii) make up 
iv) set up 
 



12. A museum conservator is carefully removing layers of oxidized 

varnish from a Renaissance oil painting. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean 
"reveal something hidden or make it apparent" is: 
"Solvent application is a slow process, but it eventually helps to 
_______ the vibrant, original pigments underneath." 
i) bring out 
ii) set off 
iii) clear up 
iv) show off 
 
13. An expedition leader is advising an amateur climbing team on how 

to manage their energy reserves on Mount Everest. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean "move 
at the same speed as someone else to avoid falling behind" is: 
"If you climb too fast in the death zone, you will exhaust your oxygen 
supply before you can _______ the Sherpas." 
i) catch up on 
ii) keep up with 
iii) run into 
iv) look up to 
 
14. A university archivist is categorizing a massive collection of 

uncataloged letters from a 19th-century political activist. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean "find 
or encounter something by chance" is: 
"While sorting through old leather trunks, I happened to _______ a 
series of missing diaries from 1848." 
i) come across 
ii) look through 
iii) run after 
iv) turn over 



 
15. A wealth advisor is explaining market volatility mitigation strategies 

to a client who is approaching retirement. 

The phrasal verb that correctly completes the sentence to mean "wait 
patiently for an unpleasant situation to end" is: 
"Instead of selling your assets during a sudden market correction, it is 
often wiser to _______ the economic storm." 
i) hold out 
ii) ride out 
iii) sit through 
iv) stay over 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer Key: 

1. i) win / over (to persuade or gain someone's support/affection). 
2. iv) cave in (to collapse inward; fall through is used for abstract plans failing). 



3. i) call off (to cancel an event or procedure). 
4. iii) crop up (to appear or happen unexpectedly). 
5. i) get / across (to successfully communicate a message). 
6. iii) fall apart (to break into pieces due to decay or fragility). 
7. i) work out (to solve a complex problem or calculation). 
8. i) show up (to appear or arrive). 
9. i) put up with (to tolerate or endure). 
10. ii) give out (to stop functioning due to exhaustion, wear, or failure). 
11. ii) think up (to devise, invent, or conceive an idea/theory). 
12. i) bring out (to highlight, emphasize, or reveal a specific quality). 
13. ii) keep up with (to maintain the same pace as someone else). 
14. i) come across (to find something unexpectedly). 
15. ii) ride out (to safely endure or survive a difficult period/storm). 
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